Michael Steffen
18 Geary Street, Buffalo, NY  14210

E: msteffen@fastmail.fm P:  (484) 264-3795


Professional Summary
Award-winning author with 32 years of writing experience.  Full manuscripts published by Legible Press (2002), Bordighera Press (2009), Brick Road Poetry Press (2012) and Main Street Rag Press (2021).  MFA Creative Writing graduate, poetry editor, critical essayist, workshop leader, lecturer, prison writing mentor and reading series curator. 

Skills
Extensive knowledge of poetry.  Strong background in leading workshops.  Finely-tuned editing skills.  Fluent with most common software packages.  Strong leadership, communication, motivational and public speaking skills.  Meticulous organization skills. 

Work Experience
Lecturer / Mentor / Workshop Leader 


   


      1999-2010

Allentown College, Univ. of Scranton, PEN Prison Writing Program,, Greater Lehigh Valley  

    Writers Group
      
· Created content and delivered various lectures on poetic craft.

· Nurtured writers, through in-person workshops and correspondence, by providing them  with feedback, exercises, stimulus and structure.

Critical Essayist 








      1996-2007

Easton Irregular, Schuylkill Valley Journal of the Arts, Feelings Poetry Journal, Alehouse

· Regularly contributed book reviews and articles on poetic craft.
Reading Series Curator 


   


      

      1996-2002

Riverside Reading Series, Easton, PA
      
· Secured funding and venues, scheduled readings, prepared written author introductions, sold books when necessary and provided honorariums.

· Among the authors selected to read were Meg Kearney, Daisy Fried, Craig Czury, Lee Upton, Len Roberts, Diane Lockward, J.C. Todd, Deena Linett, B.J. Ward, Douglas Goetsch, Gerald Stern and others.  

Submissions Editor 








          1995-96
Feelings Poetry Journal


  




          
· Reviewed, edited and provided feedback on poetry submissions.
· Solicited new submissions when necessary.

· Worked closely with the managing editor in selecting content for each quarterly edition.

· Provided updates / progress reports as necessary
Author
 








      1989-2022

Full-Length Collections - 
No Good at Sea (Legible Press, 2001), Heart Murmur (Bordighera Press, 2009), Bad

Behavior (Brick Road Poetry Press, 2012), Blood Narrative (Main Street Rag Press, 2021)
Individual Poems Published By - 
    
Poetry, Chaffin Journal, The Sow’s Ear Poetry Review, Rhino and many others    
· Prepared and submitted manuscripts.

· Revised poems as necessary.

· Promoted work through online and in-person readings, on social media, in literary magazines and at local events.
Education

· Vermont College, Montpelier, VT; MFA in Creative Writing.        


    2000
· Empire State College, Saratoga Springs, NY; BS in Business Management. 
    1995
Awards

· Brick Road Poetry Prize 







    2012
· Bordighera Poetry Prize 







    2008
· Poetry Fellowship - Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 



    2002
· Legible Press Poetry Prize 







    2001
· Alsop Review Poetry Prize 







    1998
· Cecilia Parsons Miller Award - Pennsylvania Poetry Society


    1997
· Rock River Poetry Prize 




 


    1997
Affiliations

· Just Buffalo Literary Center 





   Member Since 2021
